The behaviour of house cats Felis silvestris catus from nine litters was recorded at 4 months, 1 year and 2 years of age, in their home environment immediately after meals fed by their owners. We extracted by principal components analysis four elements of 'behavioural style' that were consistent from one age to another: based upon behaviour patterns that were most heavily loaded on each component, these were labelled as Staying Indoors, Rubbing, Investigative and Boldness elements. The Staying Indoors and Rubbing elements are similar to two aspects of behavioural style identified in a previous study of adult cats; the Boldness element, possibly coupled with the Investigative element, may be similar to the shy/bold continuum identified in controlled studies of cats and other species. Four-month-old male cats were the most likely to Stay Indoors; the Rubbing element increased with age in the majority of individuals, both male and female. Littermates tended to be similar to one another in Rubbing (at 4 months) and Boldness (up to 1 year). A positive effect of handling received during the first 8 weeks of life was detected for Boldness at 4 months of age.
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Individual animals, particularly vertebrates, often behave in ways that distinguish them from other members of their species of the same sex and age class. When such differences are consistent over time, they can be referred to as 'personalities' (Gosling 1998) or 'behavioural styles' (Mendl & Harcourt 1988) . They may reflect different adaptive strategies that coexist within a species (Wilson & Richards 2000) and may be acted upon by natural selection (Slater 1981; Wilson et al. 1994) . Such polymorphisms have been found in insects (e.g. Sokolowski et al. 1997) , fish (e.g. Budaev et al. 1999) , birds (e.g. Verbeek et al. 1999 ) and both wild-type (e.g. Teskey et al. 1998 ) and laboratory mammals (e.g. Benus & Henkelmann 1998), and are therefore probably almost universal. Despite selective breeding for tractability, they can be detected in production animals such as pigs, Sus scrofa (Thodberg et al. 1999 ) and sheep, Ovis aries (Goddard et al. 2000) , and may therefore need to be taken into account in considerations of animal welfare (Manteca & Deag 1993) . There is increasing evidence that some aspects of behavioural style can have a physiological basis (Koolhaas et al. 1999; Parmigiani et al. 1999) .
Comparatively little attention has been paid to the ontogeny of individual behavioural differences. Loughry & Lazari (1994) , using time budgets as a global measure of individuality, found that newly emerged prairie dog pups, Cynomys ludovicianus, were readily discriminable, but yearlings were less so. Distinctiveness among pups did not reflect differences between litters, suggesting that direct genetic predispositions may not have been a major influence. However, as pointed out by Wilson et al. (1994, page 444) , 'adaptive individual differences at the phenotypic level can be caused directly by underlying genetic differences, or by mechanisms of phenotypic plasticity that allow single genotypes to achieve multiple forms'. In the latter scenario, apparently stable behavioural polymorphisms in field populations could therefore disappear if the animals were brought into the laboratory and kept under standard conditions, as found by Wilson et al. (1993) for pumpkinseed sunfish, Lepomis gibbosus.
The behavioural ontogeny of the domestic cat, Felis silvestris catus, has been studied in some detail, and has often been used as a model for other, less tractable, members of the Carnivora (Martin & Bateson 1988) . Predatory ability, which can vary considerably between 2 and 3 months of age, may be less variable in adulthood (Baerends van Roon & Baerends 1979; Caro 1980) . Reactivity may show more stability with age (Moelk 1979; Karsh 1984) . However, comparatively little is known about the origins or permanence of these or other aspects of behavioural style, which is surprising given that it is not unusual for owners of pet cats to be able to express a
